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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 

OUR CONTEMPORARIES 
I 

Poetry is not only an art — it is becoming almost an 
activity. 

The Drama League of America has prepared for distribu- 
tion a long list of "Available Material for Shakespeare Ter- 
centennial Programs," for the use of schools, clubs, etc., 
through this spring and summer of the anniversary year. 
These programs consist of folk dances, music, and a variety 
of masques and pageants. Among these latter are fairy 
masques for children, elaborated from scenes in the plays ; 
and the most important program is Mr. Percy Mackaye's 
Caliban, which is to be acted through the season by a tour- 
ing company. 

II 

The city of Newark, New Jersey, has offered thirteen 
prizes, beginning with a first prize of $250, and amounting 
to $1,000 in all, for poems celebrating the city and its his- 
tory, in honor of its two-hundred-and-fiftieth anniversary. 
The poems must not be over one thousand words long, and 
they must be submitted anonymously before April tenth, to 
a committee consisting of Prof. John C. Van Dyke, Mr. 
Thomas L. Masson, Miss Theodosia Garrison, and certain 
officials and teachers of Newark. 

We would humbly suggest that the committee should be 
composed entirely of poets, following the example of such 
contests in painting, sculpture and architecture. 
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Our Contemporaries 



III 



Under the inspiration of lectures by Miss Katharine How- 
ard, author of Eve and other books of verse, the Poetry 
Society of Utah has been established in Salt Lake City, 
under the presidency of Miss Myra Sawyer. Similar socie- 
ties should be founded in many cities. In every such group 
would probably be found at least one member with a musical 
voice and a feeling for rhythm, who could read aloud the 
best modern poetry without turning it into broken prose. 
Extreme simplicity should be the aim of such a reader — no 
"elocutionary" effects. The production of verse among the 
members, and ruthless criticism of it, might well be encour- 
aged also, as an aid to appreciation or a stimulus to possible 
talent. 

NOTES 

Of the two English poets represented this month, one, Mr. 
Ernest Rhys, has appeared before in the magazine. Long a 
prominent member of Welsh and Celtic societies, and editor of 
Everyman's Library, he published, in 1894, A London Rose, and 
since then Gwenevere, a Lyric Play, and The Masque of the 
Grail. 

Mr. Arthur V. Kent, of London, was born in 1892, and has ap- 
peared thus far only in two or three English papers. 

Of the American poets: 

Agnes Lee (Mrs. Otto Freer), of Chicago, author of The 
Sharing and other books of verse (Sherman, French & Co.), has 
been a frequent contributor to Poetry; also Mr. William Rose 
Benet, of. New York, one of the editors of The Century, whose 
latest book is The Falconer of God and Other Poems (Yale Uni- 
versity Press). 

Mr. Horace Holley, a young New Yorker who has appeared 
once before, is the author of The Inner Garden (Sherman, French 
& Co.) and The Stricken King (Shakespeare Head Press). 
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